
Prestigious Canadian Site with Top Healthcare Excellence 
Award Unveils the UNIVANTS “GREAT” Trophy

The UNIVANTS of Healthcare Excellence award 
program honors and celebrates integrated clinical 

care teams who have made measurable differences in 
health outcomes. Among the many honors associated 
with the program, top-performing teams are now 
eligible to feature the “Globally Renowned Atlas 
Trophy” (aka “GREAT” Trophy) at their health system. 
Reserved only for the most elite healthcare teams, 
this prominent trophy travels the world, recognizing  
health systems with patient-centric integrated clinical 
care teams who have achieved transformational  
health outcomes.
 First to receive this elite honor is the 2020 
UNIVANTS of Healthcare Excellence award winning 
team at Seven Oaks General Hospital, Shared Health 
in Manitoba, Canada. The Kidney Check program, 
led by Dr. Paul Komenda, Academic Nephrologist, 
Chronic Disease Innovation Center and Professor 
of Medicine at University of Manitoba is a strategic 
and comprehensive initiative that involves screening, 
triage, and treatment for preventive kidney care in rural 
and remote First Nations communities across Canada. 
This team drives enhanced wellness for patients and 
communities through point-of-care testing (POCT) 
for earlier identification of chronic kidney disease, 
diabetes, and hypertension in individuals ages 10 and 
up, regardless of pre-existing risk factors. Using the 
Kidney Failure Risk Equation (age, sex, eGFR and 
proteinuria), high risk individuals are identified and 
linked to appropriate care.
 Thus far, the Kidney Check program has reached 
over 11 First Nations communities in Manitoba, 
Canada. With substantial outcomes and impressive 
success, the program continues to expand with 
activation in 4 additional provinces across Canada. 
 The GREAT trophy arrived at Seven Oaks General 
Hospital in early June 2021. Featured prominently 
within their main lobby and residing among other 
honors and affiliations associated with this site, 
the trophy welcomes patients, employees and 
executives with its impressive stature and inscription 
that reinforces the site’s commitment and success in 
achieving healthcare excellence. 

 “Having the GREAT trophy in the lobby of Seven 
Oaks General Hospital is a daily reminder of all of our 
fantastic partnerships and our site’s commitment to 
patients, communities and healthcare excellence. We 
look forward to continued collaboration with our First 
Nations patients, scientists and clinicians in improving 
access to early preventative care.”
 – Dr Paul Komenda, Research Director SOGH 
CDIC and Professor of Medicine U Manitoba 
 “It is fantastic that our important work with the 
Kidney Check team has been recognized with this 
prestigious honor. We love that we are the first site 
to feature this trophy and are excited to know where it 
might travel next.”
 – Heather Martin, Research Coordinator, Chronic 
Disease Innovation Centre, Seven Oaks General 
Hospital, Kidney Check Program
 Learn more about this elite site online at  
www.cansolveckd.ca/research/kidney-check/ and more 
about the UNIVANTS program or the GREAT Trophy 
at https://www.univantshce.com   
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M y cordial greetings and compliments of the Summer season to 
you all in the IFCC family. So far, 2021 has been an extremely 

productive year for IFCC and we hope to continue this progress into 
the Summer with the establishment of new taskforces and continu-
ation of the global Live Webinar Series.

First, I am delighted to share that we have initiated the establish-
ment of the IFCC Taskforce on Outcome Studies in Laboratory Med-
icine (TF-OSLM). This taskforce will promote the value of laboratory 
medicine by gathering evidence to demonstrate the critical role of 
laboratory medicine in clinical decision making and healthcare de-
livery as well as communicating these findings to key stakeholders 
and the public. Developing the evidence to support the value of 
laboratory medicine in patient care is a key component of our long-
term strategy to promote the importance of diagnostic medicine in 
both patient care as well as public health. The TF-OSLM will aid in 
the development of a funded research program to assist scientists 
in institutions around the world with conducting both retrospective 
and prospective studies to assess outcomes related to the value 
of laboratory medicine in healthcare. Future plans also include the 
creation of a database for IFCC members that contains publications 
that demonstrate this value. A call for nominations was sent out on 
May 19 to IFCC National Societies and corporate members.

Alongside the TF-OSLM, formation of the IFCC Taskforce on 
Global Reference Interval Database (TF-GRID) is underway. A call 
for nomination has just been sent out. The primary aim of this task-
force will be the creation of a global reference interval database, 
which will act as a key resource on pediatric, adult, and geriatric 
reference intervals for both IFCC members and non-members. An 
IFCC Reference Interval Website is under development that will 
highlight major reference interval studies from around the world 
and should be available online by the end of June. Thereafter, it will 
evolve into a searchable database that will aid healthcare and labo-

ratory professionals both within 
and outside of the IFCC orga-
nization and facilitate accurate 
test result interpretation. Once 
established, this database will 
facilitate harmonization of refer-
ence intervals and comparison 
of data between regions around 
the world.

In addition to the creation 
of these new taskforces, the 
IFCC Live Webinar Series will continue to provide monthly global 
webinars on all topics relevant to the field of laboratory medicine. 
In May, several experts from around the world presented on Risk 
Management in Clinical Laboratories, providing an overview of risk 
management and frameworks for implementation. The webinar 
attracted over 4000 registrants from over 100 countries globally. 
The next webinar, entitled Clinical Applications of Thrombosis and 
Hemostasis, will be held on June 6. Importantly, I am also pleased 
to announce that Siemens Healthineers and Boston Children’s 
Hospital have kindly offered to co-sponsor our IFCC Live Webinar 
Series over the next three years. Their generous contributions to 
this global educational program are greatly appreciated by us all 
in the IFCC family.

With these exciting opportunities and advancements, I hope we 
can look forward to the coming summer months, hopefully free of 
COVID for many parts of the world. Should you have any feedback, 
questions, or concerns, please feel free to email me at president@
ifcc.org.  

Till next time, 
Khosrow  
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The UNIVANTS of Healthcare Excellence award 
program honors and celebrates integrated clin-

ical care teams who have made measurable differ-
ences in health outcomes. Among the many honors 
associated with the program, top-performing teams 
are now eligible to feature the “Globally Renowned 
Atlas Trophy” (aka “GREAT” Trophy) at their health 
system.  Reserved only for the most elite health-
care teams, this prominent trophy travels the world, 
recognizing health systems with patient-centric 
integrated clinical care teams who have achieved 
transformational health outcomes. 

First to receive this elite honor is the 2020 UNI-
VANTS of Healthcare Excellence award winning 
team at Seven Oaks General Hospital, Shared 
Health in Manitoba, Canada. The Kidney Check 
program, led by Dr. Paul Komenda, Academic Ne-
phrologist, Chronic Disease Innovation Center and 

Professor of Medicine at University of Manitoba is a 
strategic and comprehensive initiative that involves 
screening, triage, and treatment for preventive 
kidney care in rural and remote First Nations 
communities across Canada.  This team drives 
enhanced wellness for patients and communities 
through point-of-care testing (POCT) for earlier 
identification of chronic kidney disease, diabetes, 
and hypertension in individuals ages 10 and up, 
regardless of pre-existing risk factors. Using the 
Kidney Failure Risk Equation (age, sex, eGFR and 
proteinuria), high risk individuals are identified and 
linked to appropriate care.

Thus far, the Kidney Check program has 
reached over 11 First Nations communities in 
Manitoba, Canada.  With substantial outcomes 
and impressive success, the program continues 
to expand with activation in 4 additional provinces 
across Canada. 

The GREAT trophy arrived at Seven Oaks 
General Hospital in early June 2021.  Featured 
prominently within their main lobby and residing 
among other honors and affiliations associated with 
this site, the trophy welcomes patients, employees 
and executives with its impressive stature and in-
scription that reinforces the site’s commitment and 
success in achieving healthcare excellence.  

“Having the GREAT trophy in the lobby of Seven 
Oaks General Hospital is a daily reminder of all 
of our fantastic partnerships and our site’s com-
mitment to patients, communities and healthcare 

excellence. We look forward to continued collabo-
ration with our First Nations patients, scientists and 
clinicians in improving access to early preventative 
care.”

– Dr Paul Komenda, Research Director SOGH 
CDIC and Professor of Medicine U Manitoba   

“It is fantastic that our important work with the 
Kidney Check team has been recognized with this 
prestigious honor.  We love that we are the first site 
to feature this trophy and are excited to know where 
it might travel next.” 

 – Heather Martin, Research Coordinator, 
Chronic Disease Innovation Centre, Seven Oaks 
General Hospital, Kidney Check Program

Learn more about this elite site online at www.
cansolveckd.ca/research/kidney-check/ and more 
about the UNIVANTS program or the GREAT Tro-
phy at https://www.univantshce.com 
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